COLONSAY BELFRY APPEAL
WE NEED YOUR HELP Charity No. SC031271

This little church was built in 1802, attributed to Michael Carmichael and after an
original design by Robert Mylne, outstanding architect and engineer of his day; one
signiﬁcant contemporary modiﬁcation was the addition of the belfry. The church has
provided solace through times of famine, emigration and war, and also witnessed
baptisms, marriages and funerals – it is open to one and all and still plays an important
part in island life. Almost incredibly, there are today over a million people worldwide
who could claim an ancestral connection with this tiny building.
The local congregation was enabled to renew the windows in 2015, with generous
support from visitors and friends, and has commissioned normal maintenance work for
2016. Unexpectedly, it was then advised that the “birdcage” belfry is in a dangerous
condition and must be restored.
This is a major blow, but we are fortunate to have the services of Rebecca Cadie,
Conservation Architect, and to have a local and highly-reputed ﬁrm of monumental
masons, Rowan Stonework. Although the total cost of the entire restoration will
approach £60,000, the congregation is hopeful of grant aid totalling perhaps two-thirds
of the cost. Nonetheless, this does mean that we must try to raise £20,000 from our
own resources, a daunting task in an island of 135 persons, almost 90 of whom are
pensioners or schoolchildren.
The work consists of two phases. The structure had to be dismantled as quickly as
possible on safety grounds, for which we must raise £20,000. Phase two will cover the
restoration and reinstatement, and is slightly less pressing, giving more time to seek
grant aid from public bodies.
Our weekly Oﬀering is dedicated to the work of the Church of Scotland, however,
speciﬁc donations towards the dedicated Fabric Fund may be left in the blue collection
box which is attached to one of the pews. Donations may also be left at the post oﬃce,
addressed to the Treasurer, Andrew MacGregor.

We welcome old-fashioned cheques in favour of: “Colonsay & Oronsay Parish Church”,
addressed to Hon. Treasurer, Isle of Colonsay, Argyll PA61 7YR One can also use the
BACS System: Account No. 00273521 Sort Code: 80-17-99 If you are a taxpayer in the
UK, please complete the form overleaf when making any contribution as it will enhance
the sum by 25%. We also have an online facility, through which HMRC will automatically
refund the additional 25%, just go to https://www.justgiving.com/copc
Thank you for your support.

Text in RED denotes mandatory information for a Gift Aid declaration
Text in BLUE denotes optional information for a Gift Aid declaration

Are you a UK taxpayer?
If so, you can use Gift Aid to make your donations (and eligible membership fees) go further
by completing this declaration. If you Gift Aid your donation, the charity will continue to receive
an additional 25p. Charities can claim Gift Aid tax relief of 25p on every pound you give.
Complete the form below and send it to the Treasurer, together with your donation.

Charity Name: Colonsay and

Oronsay Parish Church, Charity Number SC031271

Amount £

Date

/

/

Tick all that apply.
I would like to Gift Aid this donation
I would like to Gift Aid all future donations until further notice
Name

Surname

Address
Postcode
Signature
To qualify for Gift Aid, you must pay an amount of UK Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at least
equal to the tax that the charity reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year (currently 25p
for each £1 given)*. Tax year is 6 April one year to 5 April the next.

Notes:
1. You can cancel this Declaration at any time by notifying the charity
2. If your circumstances change and you no longer pay enough income or capital gains tax to cover the amount claimed
by the charity, please contact the treasurer
3. If you pay tax at the higher rate, you can claim further tax relief via your Self Assessment tax return
(currently 25p for each pound you give)**
4. Please notify the treasurer if you change your name or address
*

Gift Aid is linked to basic rate tax. Basic rate tax is currently 20%, which allows charities to reclaim 25 pence on the pound.

**

Higher rate taxpayers can claim back the difference between basic rate and higher rate tax.

